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An Explication “To Some Ladies”


This poem dramatizes the conflict between the speaker and his emotions, through a monologue directed “To Some Ladies” that the speaker, perhaps author John Keats, obviously has feelings for. Within the first two stanzas, the speaker expresses his desire to be with the ladies: “With you, kindest friends, in idea I rove” (6). The phrase “in idea” may be implying some sort of obstacle that is preventing him from being with the ladies he cherishes openly to the reader.


The simplified, consistent rhyme scheme of abab, cdcd, efef, etc. tends to lead the reader to focus on the relationship the speaker has with the ladies he is directing his poem toward, rather than a specific structure. Although the relationship starts off simple, depicting the speaker as an admirer, in the third and fourth stanzas he is illustrated more as an observer, and in harsher terms, perhaps even a stalker. Both of the aforementioned stanzas involve the speaker’s observation of the ladies’ behavior, and a subsequent realization of their true intentions. This parallel structure adds to the consistency that the poem tends to illustrate.


The diction of the poem is as constant as the rhyme scheme. In all stanzas, word choice is very positive, uplifting, and beautiful, but it stands out particularly in the 5th stanza, where the speaker begins his comparison trying to relate the magnitude of his emotions for the ladies: “If a cherub, on pinions of silver descending / Had brought me a gem from the fret-work of heaven; / And smiles, with his star-cheering voice sweetly blending, / The blessings of Tighe had melodiously given” (17-20). “Cherub,” “pinions of silver,” “gem,” “the fret-work of heaven,” “smiles,” “star-cheering voice sweetly blending,” and even a supernatural inclusion with mention of “The blessings of Tighe,” help to ensure that the reader fully understands how highly the speaker holds the ladies in his heart.


Because of this tendency to describe, “To Some Ladies” is very wordy and roundabout in its structure. There are words that do not necessarily add to the poem, but simply help to fill syllables. The best example of this is in the final stanza, where Keats sums up the pleasure that being with the ladies brings him and would bring him: “For, indeed, ’tis a sweet and peculiar pleasure, / (And blissful is he who such happiness finds,) / To possess but a span of the hour of leisure, / In elegant, pure, and aerial minds” (25-28). “Elegant, pure, and aerial” are all unique adjectives used to describe “minds,” but they are all used for a similar purpose: to elevate the minds being described as perfect and untainted.


The final stanza also includes a line contained by parentheses, indicating that it is not a necessary line, but the visual impact it has on the reader is notable. It adds emphasis, further elevating the opinion that Keats has of the ladies he speaks of, to a level beyond what any prose could achieve.
